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Detailed Action 

1 . Claims 1 - 20 have been examined. 

2. Claims 1 - 20 are pending. 

3. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected as detailed below. 

Priority 

The application does not claim foreign or domestic priority. Accordingly, the application has 
been examined with an effective filing date of 10/1/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 

failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 

the invention. 

In particular claims 1 and 7 are indefinite as to what occurs for incorrect requests of the 
provisioning requests. All dependant claims fail to resolve the deviancies of the independent 
claims and are therefore further rejected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. patent 
application publication 2003/0069903 by Gupta et. al. (hereafter Gupta) further in view of U.S. 
Patent 6,778,651 by Jost et. al. (hereafter Jost) as best as examiner is able to ascertain. 
Claim 1: 

As to claim 1, Gupta discloses providing an SMS simulator [001 1, server that is able to take 
requests while migration occurs.] 

Further disclosing directing requests to an SMS simulator instead of the SMS [001 1, server 
that logs transactions in order to update the migrated database.]. However Gupta does not 
explicitly (discloses requests) disclose provisioning requests. 

On the other hand, Jost discloses provisioning requests col. 24 line 5. Both inventions disclose 
database migration. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Gupta to have included provisioning requests based on the disclosure of Jost. A skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so for the purpose of migrating sms databases from one 
dbms hardware platform to another [Jost, col. 26 lines 50-58], 



Gupta as modified with Jost discloses 
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for each of a plurality of syntactically correct requests of the provisioning requests, using 
the SMS simulator to: 

assign a provisioning component identifier associated with the request [Jost, abstract, 
validates and processes requests to determine provisioning information. Jost, col. 23 lines 8-13, 
SOAC performs service order provisioning. Jost, Col. 31 lines 25-30, int_seq_num which is 
generated when SOAC image is received and stored in the raw request table.]; 

store a command associated with the request [Gupta, 001 1, discloses logging 
transactions] and its associated provisioning component identifier in a first transaction file 

[Jost, Col. 31 lines 29-30, INT_SEQ_NUM allows a user to track the processing of a specific 
request.]; and 

send a provisioning response based on the request [Jost, abstract, once provisioning 
information is determined, it is queued to the appropriate network element. Jost abstract, 
processes requests to determine provisioning information]; and 

replaying the requests in the first transaction file to provision the SMS[Gupta, 001 1, 
utilizes logged transactions to update migrated database]. 

Claim 2: 

The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

directing subsequent provisioning requests to the SMS instead of to the SMS 
simulator upon determining that no subsequent provisioning requests are made within a 
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transaction-file-replay time period [Gupta, 001 1,0044, no transaction logs then data base has 
been migrated and transactions should occur on new database]. 

Claim 3: 

Gupta as modified with Jost discloses replacing SMS-simulator-generated [001 1, server that 
is able to take requests while migration occurs.] provisioning information in a database with 
provisioning information for the SMS [Jost col. 26 lines 49-58, discloses sms database 
migration. When migration is complete the old server is replaced with the new.]. 

Claim 4: 

Gupta as modified with Jost discloses wherein said replacing comprises replacing the SMS- 
simulator-generated component identifiers in the database with a provisioning component 
identifier of the SMS [Jost, col. 30 lines 38-40, INTSEQJSfUM is used to identify the service 
order as it migrates through the SMS.]. 

Claim 5: 

The method of claim 3 wherein said replacing comprises replacing SMS-simulator- 
generated provisioning time information with provisioning time information for the SMS 

[Gupta, 0038, discloses updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 
second or some other preset time. That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a time 
interval placed for maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 
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Claim 6: 

The method of claim 3 further comprising: suppressing provisioning notification to a main 
billing and provisioning system during said replacing [col. 5 lines 29-32, holding an order 
after partial provisioning so as to synchronize external provisioning requirements.]. 

Claim 7; 

The method of claim 1 further comprising, while replaying the first transaction file: 
directing a subsequent provisioning request to the SMS simulator [0038, further transactions 
are logged]; and 
using the SMS simulator to: 

assign a provisioning component identifier associated with the subsequent 
provisioning request [Jost, abstract, validates and processes requests to determine provisioning 
information. Jost, col. 23 lines 8-13, SOAC performs service order provisioning. Jost, Col. 31 
lines 25-30, int_seq_num which is generated when SOAC image is received and stored in the 
raw request table.]; 

store a command associated with the subsequent provisioning request [Gupta, 001 1, 
discloses logging transactions. 0038, logging subsequent provisioning requests] and its 
associated provisioning component identifier in a second transaction file [Jost, 31-29-30, 
provides logged int_seq_numbers allowing the ability to track requests. Gupta discloses a repeat 
of update stage, which requires another log of transactions, 0038.]; and 
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send a provisioning response based on the subsequent provisioning request [Jost, 
abstract, once provisioning information is determined, it is qued to the appropriate network 
element. Jost abstract, processes requests to determine provisioning information]. 

Claim 8: 

The method of claim 7 further comprising: replaying the subsequent provisioning request 
in the second transaction file to provision the SMS [Gupta, 001 1, utilizes logged transactions 
to update migrated database]. 

Claim 9: 

The method of claim 8 wherein said replaying the second transaction file is performed a 
predetermined time period after said replaying the first transaction file [Gupta, 0038, 
discloses updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 second or some 
other preset time. That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a time interval placed 
for maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 

Claim 10: 

The method of claim 9 wherein the predetermined time period is about one day [Gupta, 
0038, discloses updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 second or 
some other preset time (can be a day). That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a 
time interval placed for maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 
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Claim 11: 

As to claim 1 1, Gupta discloses an SMS simulator [001 1, server that is able to take requests 
while migration occurs.] 

Further disclosing a network element to redirect each of a plurality of requests to the SMS 
simulator instead of the SMS [001 1, server that logs transactions in order to update the 
migrated database.]. However Gupta does not explicitly (discloses requests) disclose 
provisioning requests. 

On the other hand, Jost discloses provisioning requests col. 24 line 5. Both inventions disclose 
database migration. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified Gupta to have included provisioning requests based on the disclosure of Jost. A skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so for the purpose of migrating sms databases from one 
dbms hardware platform to another [Jost, col. 26 lines 50-58]. 

Gupta as modified with Jost discloses 

wherein for each of a plurality of requests of the provisioning requests, the SMS simulator 
is to: 

assign a provisioning component identifier associated with the request [Jost, abstract, 
validates and processes requests to determine provisioning information. Jost, col. 23 lines 8-13, 
SOAC performs service order provisioning. Jost, Col. 31 lines 25-30, int_seq__num which is 
generated when SOAC image is received and stored in the raw request table.]; 
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store a command associated with the request [Gupta, 001 1, discloses logging 
transactions] and its associated provisioning component identifier in a first transaction file 

[Jost, 31-29-30, provides logged int_seq_numbers allowing the ability to track requests]; and 

send a provisioning response based on the request [Jost, abstract, once provisioning 
information is determined, it is queued to the appropriate network element. Jost abstract, 
processes requests to determine provisioning information]; and 

replaying the requests in the first transaction file to provision the SMS[Gupta, 001 1, 
utilizes logged transactions to update migrated database]. 

Claim 12: 

The system of claim 11 wherein the network element is to direct subsequent provisioning 
requests to the SMS instead of the SMS simulator upon determining that no subsequent 
provisioning requests are made within a transaction-file-replay time period [001 1, no 
transaction logs then data base has been migrated and transactions should occur on new 
database], and wherein each of the plurality of requests are syntactically correct [Jost, 
abstract, validates and processes requests to determine provisioning information.]. 

Claim 13: 

The system of claim 11 further comprising a second utility to replace SMS-simulator- 
generated provisioning information in a database with provisioning information for the 
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SMS [Gupta, 0038, a repetition update stage (a second utility) maybe repeated to assure that the 
target database is synchronized with the active database.]. 

Claim 14: 

The system of claim 13 wherein the second utility is to replace the SMS-simulator- 
generated component identifiers in the database with a provisioning component identifier 

of the SMS [Jost, col. 30 lines 38-40, INT_SEQ_NUM is used to identify the service order as it 
migrates through the SMS.]. 

Claim 15: 

The system of claim 13 wherein the second utility is to replace SMS-simulator-generated 
provisioning time information with actual provisioning time information for the SMS 

[Gupta, 0038, discloses updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 
second or some other preset time. That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a time 
interval placed for maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 

Claim 16: 

The system of claim 13 wherein provisioning notification is suppressed to a main billing 
and provisioning system when the SMS-simulator-generated provisioning information is 
replaced [col. 5 lines 29-32, holding an order after partial provisioning so as to synchronize 
external provisioning requirements.]. 
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Claim 17; 

The system of claim 11 wherein, while the first utility replays the first transaction file, the 
network element is to direct a subsequent provisioning request to the SMS simulator [0038, 
further transactions are logged], and the SMS simulator is to: 

assign a provisioning component identifier associated with the subsequent 
provisioning request [Jost, abstract, validates and processes requests to determine provisioning 
information. Jost, col. 23 lines 8-13, SOAC performs service order provisioning. Jost, Col. 31 
lines 25-30, int_seq_num which is generated when SOAC image is received and stored in the 
raw request table.]; 

store a command associated with the subsequent provisioning request [Gupta, 001 1, 
discloses logging transactions. 0038, logging subsequent provisioning requests] and its 
associated provisioning component identifier in a second transaction file [Jost, 31-29-30, 
provides logged int_seq_numbers allowing the ability to track requests. Gupta discloses a repeat 
of update stage, which requires another log of transactions, 0038.]; and 

send a provisioning response based on the subsequent provisioning request [Jost, 
abstract, once provisioning information is determined, it is queued to the appropriate network 
element. Jost abstract, processes requests to determine provisioning information]. 

Claim 18: 

The system of claim 17 wherein the first utility is to replay the subsequent provisioning 
request in the second transaction file to provision the SMS [Gupta, 001 1, utilizes logged 
transactions to update migrated database]. 
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Claim 19: 

The system of claim 18 wherein the first utility replays the second transaction file a 
predetermined time period after replaying the first transaction file [Gupta, 0038 5 discloses 
updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 second or some other 
preset time. That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a time interval placed for 
maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 

Claim 20: 

The system of claim 19 wherein the predetermined time period is about one day [Gupta, 
0038, discloses updates may be conducted for thirty, fifteen, five, or one minute, or 1 second or 
so on (i.e. can be a day). That is, in replacing or migrating to a new SMS there is a time interval 
placed for maintaining updates from the old SMS.]. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record listed on PTO-892 and not relied, if any, upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael D. Pham whose telephone number is (571)272-3924. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9am - 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on 571-272-7079. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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